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WORSHIP PLAN UPDATE 
From the Leading Elders of Jerusalem Church  
Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
PLEASE SEE OUR PREVIOUS PLAN FOR MORE INFORMATION – www.jerusalemchurch.net  
 

WHY ARE WE STILL HAVING WORSHIP OUTSIDE?  
Some people are really enjoying worshipping together outside and prefer it at this time. Others 
are eager to get back inside. The Leading Elders think it is important for you to understand why 
we continue to hold worship outside at this time. Again, our approach continues to be to show 
maximum love to one another during a difficult time. Making small sacrifices for others is worth 
it in order to show our love for God and everyone else at Jerusalem Church. Here are a few 
things to consider: 
 

1. Public corporate worship is not tied to a building or location (John 4). Where we 
worship is a matter of Christian freedom. The essentials are worshiping God by faith in 
spirit and in truth through the read and preached Word, sacraments, prayer, etc. with 
our brothers and sisters in Christ. Location is non-essential and can change to best meet 
the needs of the congregation.  
   

2. At this time, our congregation is composed of people with 
varying opinions on our complex situation. The Leading Elders 
are striving to make decisions which unify us in diversity and 
show maximal love to everyone. We all are needing to make 
certain sacrifices in various ways, and this is how we love God 
and one another. The Leading Elders also need a better pulse on 
the congregation so we know how to show maximal love to 
everyone, so a congregational survey will be sent out.  
 

3. At this time, outside worship allows for one service and accommodates everyone 
comfortably. Many churches are having services inside, but with various procedures and 
constraints. At this time, a prudent plan to return inside would mean holding 2-3 
services with limited or capped attendance. Also, some people at Jerusalem Church are 
uncomfortable moving back inside at this time and will only attend an outdoor service. 
The Leading Elders are striving to choose a plan that accommodates as many as possible 
so we can hear the law and gospel with the fewest procedures and constraints.  
   

4. At this time, outside worship most closely resembles our “normal” worship services. 
Again, we want to have everyone together at one time. Also, the procedures/constraints 
of moving inside would change the feel and tone of what we’re experiencing outside. At 
this time, singing would not likely be done inside.  
 

“[Love] 
does not 
insist on its 
own way.” 
1 Corinthians 13:5 

http://www.jerusalemchurch.net/
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5. At this time, outside worship is much simpler and smoother. There are many 
complicated logistical details to consider when moving back inside. The Leading Elders 
are trying to keep things simple and smooth.  
  

6. At this time, outside worship encourages meaningful social interaction with the 
fewest hindrances. Moving back inside at this point would make meaningful social 
interaction more difficult and cumbersome. Outside provides the most freedom. 
  

7. At this time, our attendance at outside worship is really strong. Some churches are 
have experienced a significant decrease in attendance. Through March 15, Jerusalem 
Church was averaging almost 121. During the first three Sundays outside our average 
has been 113 (93.4%). This is wonderful! We have even had visitors during this time!  

 

WHY ARE YOU CHANGING THE WORSHIP TIME TO 9:15 AM?  
We are trying to show love by choosing a cooler part of the morning. We are also planning to 
set up a few canopies to provide some shade for those most sensitive to heat and sunshine (e.g. 
older saints, young children, etc.).  
 

WHY NOT WORSHIP IN THE GROVE IN THE SHADE?  
The Grove is a good option, but there are some significant downsides: (1) livestreaming video 
becomes more difficult; (2) the bathroom facilities are less desirable; (3) equipment set up and 
teardown is more difficult; (5) parking is less convenient; and (4) St. Paul’s Lutheran may be 
planning to use the Grove for worship.  
 

REVIEW OF SEVERAL IMPORTANT GUIDELINES FOR SUNDAYS 
 

 In the case of inclement weather we will move back to a 
livestream and family worship. We encourage people to meet 
in homes in groups of 25 or less. A cancelation email will be 
sent out, posted on the website, and communicated on our 
church phone message (717-665-6565).   

 If you are ill or have a 100.4 degrees or greater fever, please 
stay home.  

 Please bring a lawn chair.  

 Please practice sensible social distancing. 

 Please wear a mask when not sitting down. 

 For special parking please email or call Steph Smith at 
coffeebean@windstream.net or (717) 305-0987.  

 Please try to limit the use of the bathrooms in the building.  

 You can give your offerings by dropping them in the red bucket before or after the 
service.   

“Let no one 
seek his own 
good, but the 
good of his 
neighbor.” 
1 Corinthians 10:24 
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