
 

Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
 
To Jerusalem Church & Friends,  
 
As the world is being impacted greatly by the global outbreak of the pandemic COVID-19 in 
public health and safety, economics, medicine, etc. we look to our sovereign and great God for 
mercy and grace. Psalm 29:10-11 say: “The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits 
enthroned as king forever. May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his 
people with peace!” Our King reigns and rules in majesty and glory, and He continues to 
graciously strengthen and bless His people who trust in Him. Jesus said to his disciples, “Fear 
not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Lk. 12:32). We 
must not fear, brothers and sisters, but trust our King who has promised us the kingdom.  
 
We, the Leading Elders, realize the seriousness of COVID-19 and desire to respond with clarity 
and timeliness in how it impacts the gospel ministry of Jerusalem Church. We want you to be 
aware of changes. Updates will be provided in four places: 
 

 Our Website: www.jerusalemchurch.net   

 Our Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/jerusalemchurchmanheim 

 Email List/Scrolldown: If you do not receive the JC Scrolldowns via email, please email your 
address to pastorshirk@gmail.com to be added.  

 Our Church Voicemail: call the church at (717) 665-6565 for updates.  

 
We have spent time carefully considering how to proceed as a church and are desiring to 
exercise Spirit-led prudence. Though not an easy decision and for various reasons, we have 
decided to cancel our public worship gatherings and move to some audio or visual medium 
and family worship at home until further notice. Information will be sent out on how to access 
the worship service online. Knowing that this decision could be interpreted by some as “caving 
in” or “compromising,” we humbly offer you the following reasons for our decisions: 
 

1. Love God & neighbor. Our government and health experts are giving advice, and we believe we 
should heed it out of love for God and others.  

2. The Sabbath was made for man (Mk. 2; Matt. 12). In situations of hunger and need, Jesus affirms 
that God gave the Sabbath as a gift to man to be of physical and spiritual benefit. We must not use 
the Sabbath in a way that brings potential harm to ourselves and others.  

3. We must seek to preserve and promote life. We must obey the 6th commandment which 
Heidelberg 105 helpfully explains. More generally, we are seeking to uphold the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth commandments.  

4. Our bodily needs are important as are our spiritual needs. The Lord’s Prayer moves from our 
bodily needs (daily bread) to our spiritual needs (forgive us our sins). We belong to Christ body and 
soul, not just soul. Our bodies matter. We must seek to care well for our bodies and to not 
endanger our neighbor’s body.  

5. Church & state are different, but both are important & helpful (Rom. 13). Both Church and state 
have been given by God and are subject to conduct their respective activities according to the 
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dictates God has provided each. God calls us to submit to and honor our church leaders (Heb. 
13:17) as He does our government leaders (1 Pet. 2:17). Civil disobedience must be soberly, 
carefully, and prayerfully considered.  

6. The government doesn’t appear to be “attacking” the Church. Our current situation doesn’t 
appear to be antagonism against the gospel and freedom to worship. Presumably in light of the 
best research and data available, our government seems to desire to serve, protect, and promote 
the well-being of its citizens, which is what God commands them to do (Rom. 13; commandments 
5-10). We want the same.   

7. We desire to show honor, respect, and submission to show the light of Christ. If we ignore the 
counsel of our government and the experts, what will this communicate to the world about our 
view of civil authorities, our view of general revelation (e.g. science, research), and our claim to 
strive to love our neighbor as ourselves. What if someone got sick from our gatherings?   

8. There is Reformed precedent of submitting to government. The Reformed Church in Geneva 
wanted the Lord’s Supper more often, but followed the directives of the government regarding 
frequency of practice.  

9. We desire to humbly defer to the expertise of others. We do not want to presume we know what 
is best for the health of society. We also do not want to put God to the test.  Our task as elders is 
to speak to and address the needs of our sheep, to tenderly shepherd them in wisdom.  

10. By canceling our public gathering for worship we are not suggesting being inattentive or careless 
with the Lord’s Day. We are planning to provide a worship service through some audio or visual 
medium along with materials to serve those who do not have internet access. We warmly 
recommend families worship together at home and also as assisted by the elders. Particularly, we 
encourage husbands and fathers to redeem this opportunity to lead their wives and kids at home 
in beneficial ways of promoting the gift of the Sabbath. Be looking in the near future for several 
ways that the elders will specifically assist and encourage you to increase/promote the benefits of 
God’s gift of the Sabbath.   

 
As is easily observed, details can change rapidly. We will try to communicate clearly and 
effectively by the four methods mentioned above so you know what’s happening. Please check 
in with one or more of these methods. If you have any questions or input, please feel free to 
contact any of the elders. We are glad to serve you. More information is coming.  
 

The Leading Elders of Jerusalem Church 
 

 
NEED HELP OR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THIS TIME? 
Our Deacons are ready and equipped to help. Please contact our Deacons.    


