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Friday, November 27, 2020 
 
To the Beloved Jerusalem Church,  
 
On Monday, November 21, there was a new order, appending earlier orders, 
released by the Wolf administration. This order carries the weight of the law and 
changes things for the Body of Christ as we worship God. 
 
WHAT IS IN THE 11/21/2020 ORDER? 
 
Here is what the recent order says regarding limits on the number of people 
gathering (i) and the wearing of face coverings (iii): 
  

Section 11. Exemptions      A. Religious Gatherings 
 
i. Churches, synagogues, temples, mosques and other places of congregate worship are 
specifically excluded from the limitations established in Section 9 of this Order during 
religious services. These institutions are strongly encouraged to enforce physical 
distancing and other mitigation measures at their gatherings. 
 
ii. Conventions, retreats, and other gatherings that may be sponsored or held by these 
religious entities that are not the actual worship service are required to comply with 
this Order. 
 
iii. Attendees at churches, synagogues, temples, mosques and other places of 
congregate worship are required to wear face coverings in compliance with the 
Secretary of Health’s Updated Order Requiring Universal Face Coverings, 
dated November 17, 2020, including any subsequent amendments. 

 
The exemption to Section 9 in letter (i) above applies only to the number of people 
permitted to gather for worship services. This exemption does not apply to the 
requirement to wear face coverings while gathered for worship in letter (iii) above. 
In other words, during worship we are not limited in the number of attendees to a 
percentage of our building capacity, but we are required to wear face coverings 
while worshipping. Here are two links to better inform you: 
 

1. https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/20201117-
SOH-Universal-Face-Coverings-Order-Update.pdf 

2. https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance
/Universal-Masking-FAQ.aspx  

 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/20201117-SOH-Universal-Face-Coverings-Order-Update.pdf
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https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Guidance/Universal-Masking-FAQ.aspx
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There are two sections of the FAQ to pay particular attention to. First, under the 
question “What happens if I don't wear a mask?” it states: 
  

As this is a legal Order under the Disease Prevention and Control Law, law 
enforcement officers are authorized to issue warnings or citations to anyone 
who does not comply with the Order. The Department of Health can also 
issue warnings and citations to businesses, persons, facilities, and 
organizations that do not comply. 

 
Second, under the question “Do I have to wear a mask at a house of worship such as 
a church, synagogue or mosque?” the order states: 
 

Yes, individuals must wear a face covering inside any public place as well as 
outdoors when they cannot maintain sustained physical distance from those 
who are not members of their household. 

 
Our job is to shepherd you through this challenging time, to shepherd you to love 
God and neighbor to the best of your ability by the Spirit’s power and grace. As 
those who belong to Christ, we must seek by the Spirit’s leading to joyfully obey 
passages like 1 Timothy 2:1-3, Romans 13:1-7, Titus 3:1, and 1 Peter 2:13-17 for the glory 
of Jesus to whom we belong.   
 
LAWS, ORDERS, & MANDATES 
Laws, orders, and mandates essentially carry the same weight when it comes to 
enforcement.1 Laws are passed by the general assembly and signed by the 
Governor. The legislature gives power to the Governor and Secretary of Health to 
make orders. Daniel Mallison says, “It's not the governor or secretary acting 
unilaterally. They've already been given the authority by a law that's been passed by 
the legislature.”2 The power to make orders lawfully belongs to the Governor and 
Secretary of Health. Therefore, the recent order from the Wolf administration 
carries the weight of the law and penalties can be enforced when an order is 
broken. 
 
WHAT ABOUT ACTS 5:29 & CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE? 
Yes, there are circumstances where the Church must disobey civil leaders. Peter 
and the apostles did say, “We must obey God rather than men.” They were right. 
But, they were referring to a government order to stop preaching the gospel. That 

                                                   
1 https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/difference-between-a-law-order-and-mandate-and-can-mandates-orders-
be-enforced/521-8a4442ce-5ba5-426e-854c-b7c38ffa0d63  
2 Ibid.  

https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/difference-between-a-law-order-and-mandate-and-can-mandates-orders-be-enforced/521-8a4442ce-5ba5-426e-854c-b7c38ffa0d63
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/local/difference-between-a-law-order-and-mandate-and-can-mandates-orders-be-enforced/521-8a4442ce-5ba5-426e-854c-b7c38ffa0d63
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order was in direct violation of God’s commands. The question facing us today is: 
By asking us to wear masks in our public assembly of worship, is the government 
asking us to break God’s moral law? In other words, is wearing a mask during a 
global pandemic (when cases of COVID19 are rising) sinful? Though we, as citizens 
of Pennsylvania, have every right to question the constitutionality of this recent 
order, we, as citizens of the kingdom of Christ, are asking a different question – Is 
worshiping God in masks causing us to break God’s moral law? Or, on what Biblical 
basis can we, a local church, outright ignore this government order? Obviously we 
are not breaking God’s moral law and have no Biblical basis for defying the order.    
 
WE WILL WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER PUBLICALLY 
Our primary concern as Leading Elders is worshipping God together in public 
corporate worship. We want all of you to benefit from the preaching of God’s Word, 
the sacraments, prayer, and the fellowship of the saints. There is no order stating we 
must cease public corporate worship. Let us freely worship God.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We understand that our decision is likely undesirable for many of you. We also 
understand that this is controversial among Christians. What is not controversial is 
God’s clear call for us to submit to governing authorities. We hope that very soon 
this order will be abrogated and we can return to worship as we have in the past.  
 
Considering the rise in the number of cases, the recent order and that wearing 
masks is not sinful, we are asking you to wear masks so that we can continue to 

Due to the recent government order, and in order to best obey the above 
Scriptures, we are asking you all: 

 To respectfully honor the recent order as it pertains to public 
worship gatherings: to wear face coverings inside at all times during 
both the 8:30 and 10:30 services; additionally, to wear face coverings 
outside when you are not 6 feet or more from others not from your 
household. 

 8:30 - Church-regulated social distancing of at least six feet will be 
practiced. 

 10:30 - Self-regulated reasonable and responsible social distancing.  

The government order does give specific exceptions to this rule, so keep in 
mind that there are government-approved reasons not to wear a face 
covering.  
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meet for public corporate worship (our highest aim), obey our authorities as God 
commands, and show love to one another and our community.  
 
We want to strive to worship our great God together while showing honor to 
“Caesar.”  
 
The Leading Elders 
 
Steve Bowers • Ed Eisenhooth • Doug Hall • Tim Nicholls • Jonathan Shirk 


