
Announcement from the Leading Elders 
For Every Sunday that We Gather Online 
 
Gathering online for worship and worshipping at home are not equal to nor can they 
replace the public gathering for worship of the Church. Being together as God 
commands is best.  
 
Scripture assumes and commands that the Church regularly and corporately meet in 
person. Acts 2, Hebrews 10, and really the entire New Testament, teach and assume that 
believers gather together for worship. Gathering with the Church in person is a taste of 
heaven unlike anything else on earth and should be the longing, delight, and practice of 
all true believers.  
 
Why have an online gathering then? In short, because though it’s not corporate worship 
in the fullest sense, nor could it be, it’s the best option we have under these unique 
circumstances, and the elders want to encourage the saints with the gospel the best we 
can. 
 
Heidelberg 103 addresses the Sabbath and asks “What does God require in the fourth 
commandment?” The first part of the answer says, “First, that the ministry of the gospel 
and the schools be maintained.” We desire to do this the best we can under the 
circumstances by offering an online gathering where the law and gospel will be 
proclaimed for the growth and comfort of the saints.  
 
The second part of Heidelberg 103 answers, “and that, especially on the day of rest, I 
diligently attend the church of God to hear God's Word, to use the sacraments, to call 
publicly upon the LORD, and to give Christian offerings for the poor.” By necessity and 
to show love to our neighbors, we cannot do these things as God commands. We cannot 
gather together with the church officers, receive the sacraments, hear the law and gospel 
preached in person, confess together, pray together, share with one another, greet one 
another warmly, and fellowship. These are precious gifts that we desire and hate to miss. 
Yes, God is with us at home, but when we gather as the Church, God is with us in a 
special and powerful way as a taste of heaven. Individual and family worship are 
important, but public corporate worship is primary; individual and family worship are 
only secondary and derivative means of grace; God’s primary and fundamental means of 
grace are the Word and sacraments amidst God’s people gathered together. 
 
The third part of Heidelberg 103 answers, “Second, that all the days of my life I rest 
from my evil works, let the LORD work in me through His Holy Spirit, and so begin in 
this life the eternal sabbath.” Though we are not meeting for public corporate worship, 
we are still called to honor the Sabbath, and the elders want to encourage you to do that. 
God is still at work in us, saints, and in these circumstances we can still keep the 
Sabbath holy. We are still putting our old nature to death and putting on Christ. We also 
want to encourage husbands and fathers to lead and serve their wives and children in 
family worship for their comfort and growth. We look forward to the time when we can 
all come together again to worship our great and awesome God!  


